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	Start a file or folder – save EVERYTHING pertaining to college admissions. All colleges are different. Compare entrance requirements, cost, size, unique programs, facilities, and your intended field of study, athletics and extracurricular activities.

	
	Take the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) in October. Sign up at Tiger Day. Practice tests are available at collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt-psat-10?navId=gh-pn.

	
	 Update your Educational Development Plan using Career Cruising.  Search out careers, colleges and scholarship/financial aid information on this tool.

	
	Meet with college representatives when they visit Armada. Visit the counseling department website to see which colleges are coming when. You can sign up to meet with the college representative  in the counseling office.  

	
	Research colleges by going online to their websites. Check to make sure they have your desired program of study. Use the College Comparison Worksheet or website found on the counseling website.

	
	Discuss colleges with parents, counselors, teachers, college alumni and friends currently enrolled.

	
	Sign up for courses which make up a challenging college preparatory schedule for your junior and senior year. Remember that colleges look for 4 years of English, Math, Science AND Social Studies on your transcript, plus two years of a World Language. College’s base admission decisions on your freshman, sophomore and junior year curriculum and grades, but your senior year schedule is also evaluated. 
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Prepare and take the SAT. Talk to your counselor to find out about local SAT Prep Classes and Boot Camps. Practice tests can be found at https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat. Consider taking it early so you can better prepare for the spring exam.  The ACT or SAT is required by all 4-year colleges/universities for admission. 

	
	[image: image3.wmf]Consider taking the SAT/ACT in your junior year. Check with the admissions office of the college you plan to attend to inquire which college entrance exam (ACT or SAT) they would prefer and which is preferred for scholarship opportunities. SAT/ACT dates/deadlines can be found on the counseling department website.   

	
	Continue your involvement in volunteer and extracurricular activities.

	
	 Visit colleges when possible during your junior year and fall of your senior year. Register online at least two weeks in advance to make arrangements for a campus visit. Ask if you can sit in on a class and speak to an advisor. Check out the resources on the counseling website to help prepare for your college visits.

	
	Begin researching scholarships:

Check out the counseling website: http://ahscounseling.weebly.com/scholarships.html. 
Discuss family finances with your parents.
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Have parents check employers, church and organizations to which they belong.

Check with the financial aid office at college(s) you are planning to attend.

File a FAFSA application online beginning in October of your senior year.


	
	Attend College Fairs –held at Macomb County Community College in the fall. Talk to your counselor to hear about any other local College Fairs/Expos. 

	
	Talk with your junior teachers about letters of recommendation. They know you best! Give them 3-4 weeks’ notice. Make sure to thank them by sending a thank you card!

	
	Potential college student athletes must comply with NCAA or NAIA requirements. Visit the counseling website for direct links to the NCAA and NAIA Eligibility Centers.


